
  !       

PRESS RELEASE 

TO: ALL MEDIA OUTLETS 

DATE: 4/8/14 

RE: CHILD FATALITY REVIEW 

The Cherokee County Child Fatality Review Team is comprised of representatives from the fields of law enforcement, 
child protective services, mental health, public health, fire services and prevention advocates and is chaired by the 
Office of the District Attorney.  Each county in Georgia is required to establish such a team.  With a focus on 
prevention of future child deaths, this team is tasked with reviewing all unexpected child deaths in Cherokee County 
and submitting a report to the State recommending prevention strategies based on local data.  For the second year in 
a row, the State Child Fatality Review Panel selected the Cherokee team as the CFR Prevention Committee of the 
Year.  In addition, the Cherokee Team was also selected as the 2013 CFR Committee of the Year, the highest award 
that can be received by such teams.   Ashley Snow, a Deputy Chief Assistant District Attorney, chairs this committee 
for the Office of the District Attorney.   The awards were based on the detailed work of the local team, as well as the 
many local prevention projects that occurred as a result of the reviews.  Prevention initiatives in 2013 included, 
among other things, a partnership with Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta to provide local agencies with information 
about crying in infants and prevention of abusive head trauma and a partnership with local school law enforcement 
and the media to educate teens about the dangers of alcohol and drug abuse and regarding sexual assaults.  District 
Attorney Shannon Wallace and the Cherokee County Child Fatality Review Team were honored in both houses of the 
Georgia legislature on March 7, 2013.  "
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Pictured above:  (front row) Denise Bowman, Solicitor General Jessica Moss, District Attorney Shannon 
Wallace, Deputy Chief Assistant District Attorney Ashley Snow; (middle row) Investigator Kara Chagnon, 
Chief Assistant District Attorney Rachelle Carnesale, Representative Mandi Ballinger, Representative 
Michael Caldwell, Karen Hartnett, Investigator Kristen Zapp; (back row) Investigator Tracy Wallace,  Erin 
O’Donnell, Sgt. Marianne Kelley
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